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not attack. The Maginot Line is impregnable. They know that."
It was a lovely countryside with gentle hills like the Sussex Downs
and here and there a dark wood and a little valley. Over there was
Germany. Through my glasses I could see German villages with their
church spires. Some of them were in No Man's Land, six or seven miles
in depth. It was then, on one of these visits to the Maginot Line, that I
looked into Pirmasens where once I had taken lunch with friendly
folk who had waved us goodbye.
I had conversations with many of the French officers and men, and
had lunch with them in their underground messes, and saw all the
routine of this subterranean life, with baths, and recreation rooms, and
hospitals. Some of the personnel had lived down there for several
years, only coming up top for short spells.
'It's not good for one's health," said one of the young officers; "it's
damp down there and the air is not really good, and the absence of
sunlight is regrettable."
He looked ill, I thought, and many of the men were pale and un-
healthy-looking.
A French colonel spent some time with me in another section of the
line and when we emerged into the open countryside through the great
steel doors leading into one of the tunnels in the hillside he said:
"Eh bien! What do you think of OUT Maginot Line?"
"It's magnificent!" I answered. "But the Germans will never attack
it"
He stared at me with sombre eyes in which there was a look of
consternation.
"That is the most terrible thing you could say!" he exclaimed.
"They will be wise if they never attack it," I answered; "it is im-
pregnable."
That was to cover up my gaffe. But he knew that I meant the Ger-
mans would walk round it, through that open corridor opposite Sedan,
and he had the same idea, no doubt, thrust away into his subconscious
mind, because it was a terrible thought which would mean the doom of
France.
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ENCOUNTERS IN FRANCE
I cannot give a guess even now what was in the minds of the French
High Command during this period of waiting for the German attack.
Did they think it would never happen? Were they playing with the
idea that before it happened they might come to terms with Germany?
They were doing nothing to extend the Maginot Line and make it one